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5) Is there a cure for HIV? 
 

 Yes 

 No 
 No – but there is a vaccine to prevent people from being infected with HIV 

There is currently no HIV cure or vaccine available. 

However there are now effective drug treatments that are designed to reduce the amount of HIV 
in the body, keep the immune system as healthy as possible and help people living with HIV to 
have long and healthy lives. 

Before this treatment was available, many people with HIV went on to develop serious AIDS 
related illnesses which caused death in many cases. 

6) A person with HIV who is on effective treatment is very unlikely to pass the virus on? 

 True  
 False 

HIV treatment works by reducing the level of HIV in the body and when this happens, the chances 
of passing HIV on to a partner are significantly reduced. This does not mean that HIV treatment is 
a replacement for condoms, but it does give HIV positive people more options for safer sex and 
reduces overall risk of onward transmission. The earlier HIV is detected, the more likely the 
treatment will be successful. 

7) Approximately how many people are living with HIV (people who have HIV) in the world today? 

 10 thousand 
 10 million 

 35 million 

Since the beginning of the HIV epidemic, almost 70 million people have been infected with the HIV 
virus and about 35 million people have died of AIDS related illnesses. This means that there are 
about 35 million people living with HIV in the world today. 

There are approximately 8 million young people living with HIV in the world and around 16 million 
children under the age of 18 who have been made orphans because their parents have died from 
an HIV related illness. 

8) Approximately how many people are currently living with HIV in the UK? 

 9 hundred 
 9 thousand 

 95 thousand 

It is estimated that there are over  95,000 people living with HIV in the UK, including about 73,000 
people diagnosed with HIV and 22,000 who were infected but undiagnosed. 

Of those living with HIV in the UK, 44 per cent were gay men and 45 per cent had been infected 
through heterosexual sex. Many of those infected heterosexually are black African people.  

In total, 4.6 per cent were infected through injecting drug use and another 1.7 per cent through 
mother-to-child transmission. 



9) HIV can affect which of the following groups? 

 Lesbian, gay and bisexual people 
 Heterosexual (Straight) people 
 Younger people 
 Older people 
 Drug users 

 Anyone 

Anyone can become infected with HIV, but some groups do have a higher proportion of people 
living with HIV than others. HIV can infect people of any age, gender, ethnic background or sexual 
orientation. 

HIV does not discriminate.  It is not who you are but what you do that determines whether you 
are at risk of becoming infected with HIV. 

10) How have most people become infected with HIV? 

 A blood transfusion 

 Sex without a condom 
 Injecting drugs 

Around 90% of people living with HIV were infected through having unprotected sexual 
intercourse (either vaginal or anal) with someone who has HIV. That is sex without a condom.  

 

 

 


